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Estimates for the West Street project started at $2 billion and are now climbing to
$3 billion. These numbers will soar again if the tunnel has to be built to bear the
weight of new office towers set atop it — another idea under consideration.
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In the early 1990's, New Y ork transportation officials rejected submerging West
Your Profile Street because of exorbitant costs, lack of financing and the disruption it would
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edaKi | commuter stations and the $500 million project to rebuild the South Ferry subway
Community Affairs | Station and subways and train lines. All these projects would do more for Lower
Manhattan than burying West Street. And any new funds should go to more
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Advertizar Links: There is a better way to improve West Street. For $200 million or less the street
Discover New could be made into a grand surface promenade.
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The mode is, in fact, the Champs-Elysées, a grand boulevard with eight lanes of
traffic — same as West Street — and with no tunnel underneath. What worksin
Paris could work as well here: wide pedestrian-friendly sidewalks lined with tall
shady trees and stores and buildings.

That's not to say the boulevard would be easy to create. The east side of West
Street is flanked by loading bays and perilously thin sidewalks. The west sideisa
patchwork of open spaces, many of which are unused.

Still, it has a better chance of success than a submerged West Street. It's difficult to
create a vibrant public space above an underground expressway. And the tunnel
could lead to more traffic in the areaif it is so long that drivers avoid it for fear of
missing their turnoffs.

So forget the West Street tunnel. It's right to raise a grand boulevard on the surface
of West Street — just don't bury it.

Gene Russianoff is a lawyer for the New York Public Interest Research Group's
Sraphangers Campaign.
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