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Downtown, a Debate Over Burying West

Street e oo

By EDWARD WYATT

A Imost from the beginning of the rebuilding of Lower Manhattan, one point
of near-universal agreement has been that Battery Park City isisolated from
the rest of downtown. To rgjoin it to the rest of the city, planners have proposed
that West Street be buried and covered with atree-lined promenade.

Alan Chin for The New York Times
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local opposition has begun to build. Though few so far, a growing

number of Battery Park City residents have begun to lobby against a
West Street tunnel, saying they fear that a decade-long construction — | ., |
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project will further isolate their neighborhood, rather than reconnect it to the rest of | o
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"I can't see any way that this would not make it harder to live in Battery Park _ Take a Tour
City," said Joanne Taylor, aresident and one of the organizers of the coalition. "In Sign Up for Newsletters
1993, after the first bombing of the World Trade Center, West Street was closed MES HEWE TRACK SR . Delta
and it took forever to get anywhere from down here. This past year, West Street SFONSORED EY delra.com

was closed from September to April, and it was a nightmare for us. Now they want
us to endure 10 years of construction where we will not be able to drive by car or
taxi out of Battery Park City to the rest of the city."

Many rebuilding officials, including some at the Lower Manhattan Devel opment
Corporation and at some of the architecture and urban planning firms hired to work
on the proposal, say they have not heard much opposition to the West Street o coversement
tunnel. They point out that more than 70 percent of the participants at two town
hall meetings at the Javits Convention Center this summer agreed that it was"very | Here'sa Hot Deal From Dell
important” to eliminate West Street as a barrier between Battery Park City and the
rest of Manhattan.

Those officials who have heard opposition have urged the disgruntled to wait until
they see detailed plans, to be presented later this year, before deciding what
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elements of the tunnel proposalsthey didlike. Get a EREE CD-Burner or DVD

with the purchase of select Dell
"There has been a heavy mgjority of peoplein Lower Manhattan and Battery Park | PCs. Offer ends 10/22/02. Click
City who believe that West Street isabarrier and it does cut them off," said for details.

Andrew Winters, director of design and development at the Lower Manhattan
Development Corporation, the agency that is overseeing the rebuilding effort.

The opponents, however, believe that to wait for plansisto lose the fight, one that
they believe exists mainly because the people overseeing planning for Lower

Manhattan do not live there and do not understand the true nature of the area. They DID YOU KNOW?
say they fear that a buried West Street and surface promenade would not allow You can solve today's New York
adequate access for emergency vehiclesto get into southern Battery Park City. Times crossword puzzle online.

Click here to learn more.
They also express concern that it would restrict residents' ability to easily enter the
Brooklyn-Battery Tunnel, and to reach the Franklin D. Roosevelt Drive viathe
Battery Park underpass.

Planners who have worked on West Street proposals say the promenade figuresin
a broader redesign of downtown, one that will increase housing in the area south of

Liberty Street between Broadway and West Street. Building a grand promenade

would encourage the conversion of lackluster office space in that areato Search by Zip Code:
apartments, and could bring the focus of both sides of West Street back toward [>]
each other. Currently, they say, most of the buildings in Battery Park City turn
their backs on West Street. Sign up for E-Mail Alerts,
Luxury & Vacation Homes
Four options are being considered in the redesign of West Street. One option « Hamptons
includes no tunnel; rather, it would have more pedestrian bridges over the street * Florida
than the two that currently exist. " Wine Country
* Western States
* More...

Bill Love, aBattery Park City resident who has spoken out against the tunnel plans  Mmortgage & Moving Services
at several public meetings, said he believed that "pedestrian bridges are all that's
necessary."

Two pedestrian bridges were in place before Sept. 11; one, linking the World
Financial Center to the trade center and its subways, was destroyed in the collapse
of the twin towers. But a new overpass has been built at Rector Street, and some
plans under consideration envision five or more elevated crossings.

Other Battery Park City residents argue that West Street itself is not so formidable
abarrier. "The thousands of tourists who throng to our neighborhood every
weekend don't have any problem crossing over it," said John Dellaportas, who put
together the coalition's Web site, www.saveweststreet.com.

Two of the other West Street proposals would cover the street only in the area
immediately adjacent to the trade center site, in the four blocks from Vesey Street
to Liberty Street. One of these plans would build a platform over the roadway, and
the other would dig atunnel to move traffic underground.

Those plans are not wholly objectionable to some of the 10 coalition members who
gathered on arecent evening on the World Financial Center plazato plot strategy.
Still, they say, they fear that even such a short tunnel would worsen traffic from
visitorsto the trade center site, particularly those who come in buses.

It is the fourth option — atunnel from Vesey Street to Battery Park — that has
drawn the most resistance. In part, the objections are short-term, focused on how
long it would take to dig and build the tunnel.

People on both sides make a guess at 10 years and $2 billion for such a project, a
disheartening estimate given that the State Transportation Department just finished
amultiyear renovation of the street, extending northward to 59th Street. The only
way to pay for such a project, some residents say, isto allow for commercial
construction above the tunnel.

Madelyn Wils, the chairwoman of Community Board 1, which includes the area,
and a member of the development corporation's board, said she could understand
the complaints of those who fear such a construction project. "A project that takes
10 yearsis not going to be looked upon with great admiration,” she said. "l feel
less empathy for those who just feel they don't want to be connected to the rest of
the neighborhoods."

SEARCH RESULTS FROM THE ARCHIVE
COMMERCIAL REAL ESTATE; Disaster Planner Has Lessons From 9/11 to Offer, and Boston

Listens (July 10, 2002) $

THE MEDIA BUSINESS; Some at Wall St. Journal Fear Return to Manhattan (June 18, 2002)
$

Merrill Officials Return to Offices (October 24, 2001) $

THE MEDIA BUSINESS; Many at Wall St. Journal Set to Return to Manhattan (October 17,
2001) $

Doing research? Search the archive for more than 500,000 articles:

Since 1996 [ >]

E -Mail This Aricle
Frinter-Friendly Format
Mozt E-Mailed Articles

Reprints . . .
Start the day informed with home delivery

LETICLE TODO of The New Y ork Times newspaper.
LL =N STARBLUCKS.COM .
SPONSORED BY Click Here for 50% off.

Home | Back to New Y ork Region | Search | Corrections | Help | Back to Top

Get Curious

Copyright The New York Times Company | Permissions | Privacy Policy



http://www.nytimes.com/
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/nyregion/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/jobs/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/realestate/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/automobiles/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/world/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/national/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/politics/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/business/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/technology/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/science/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/health/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/sports/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/nyregion/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/nyregion/metrocampaigns/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/nyregion/thecity/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/nyregion/columns/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/education/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/weather/
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/obituaries/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/pageone/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/corrections.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/opinion/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/readersopinions/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/arts/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/books/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/movies/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/travel/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/travel/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/dining/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/garden/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/fashion/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/nytoday/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/crosswords/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/cartoons/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/library/magazine/home/
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/weekinreview/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/multimedia/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/college/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/learning
http://search.nytimes.com/search/
http://www.nytimes.com/classifieds/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/classifieds/personals/index.html?8psgn
http://www.nytbroadway.com/?thtrtx
http://www.nytimes.com/premiumproducts
http://www.nytimes.com/nytstore/
http://www.nytimes.com/services/nytmobile/
http://postcards.nytimes.com/specials/postcards/
http://www.nytdigital.com/
http://www.nytdigital.com/work/job.html
http://www.nytimes.com/adinfo/
http://www.nytimes.com/adinfo/web_advertisers.html
http://www.nytimes.com/mem/profile.html
http://www.nytimes.com/mem/email.html
http://www.nytimes.com/mem/tnt.html
http://www.nytimes.com/premiumaccount
http://www.nytimes.com/membercenter/sitehelp.html
http://www.nytimes.com/ref/membercenter/help/privacy.html
http://www.nytimes.com/homedelivery-subscribe
http://homedelivery.nytimes.com/
http://www.nytimes.com/ee
http://nytadvertising.nytimes.com/
http://www.nytco.com/community/
http://www.nytimes.com/ref/membercenter/textversion.html
http://www.nytimes.com/adx/bin/adx_click.html?type=goto&page=www.nytimes.com/yr/mo/day/nyregion&pos=Right5&camp=covad05-nyt2&ad=NY-textlink&goto=http%3A%2F%2Faltfarm%2Emediaplex%2Ecom%2Fad%2Fck%2F1194%2D9364%2D1358%2D19&query=2002.10.17.22.50.13
http://www.nytimes.com/adx/bin/adx_click.html?type=goto&page=www.nytimes.com/yr/mo/day/nyregion&pos=Right5&camp=covad05-nyt2&ad=NY-textlink&goto=http%3A%2F%2Faltfarm%2Emediaplex%2Ecom%2Fad%2Fck%2F1194%2D9364%2D1358%2D19&query=2002.10.17.22.50.13
http://www.nytimes.com/adx/bin/adx_click.html?type=goto&page=www.nytimes.com/yr/mo/day/nyregion&pos=Right5&camp=covad05-nyt2&ad=NY-textlink&goto=http%3A%2F%2Faltfarm%2Emediaplex%2Ecom%2Fad%2Fck%2F1194%2D9364%2D1358%2D19&query=2002.10.17.22.50.13
http://www.nytimes.com/adx/bin/adx_click.html?type=goto&page=www.nytimes.com/yr/mo/day/nyregion&pos=Right6&camp=orbitz03-nyt4&ad=orbitz2.html&goto=http%3A%2F%2Fad%2Edoubleclick%2Enet%2Fclk%3B3751942%3B6760081%3Bk%2D%5F%5FQUERY%5F%5F%3Fhttp%3A%2F%2Fwww%2Eorbitz%2Ecom%3Freferralcode%3D%25s&query=2002.10.17.22.50.13
http://www.nytimes.com/adx/bin/adx_click.html?type=goto&page=www.nytimes.com/yr/mo/day/nyregion&pos=Right6&camp=orbitz03-nyt4&ad=orbitz2.html&goto=http%3A%2F%2Fad%2Edoubleclick%2Enet%2Fclk%3B3751942%3B6760081%3Bk%2D%5F%5FQUERY%5F%5F%3Fhttp%3A%2F%2Fwww%2Eorbitz%2Ecom%3Freferralcode%3D%25s&query=2002.10.17.22.50.13
http://www.nytimes.com/adx/bin/adx_click.html?type=goto&page=www.nytimes.com/yr/mo/day/nyregion&pos=Right6&camp=orbitz03-nyt4&ad=orbitz2.html&goto=http%3A%2F%2Fad%2Edoubleclick%2Enet%2Fclk%3B3751942%3B6760081%3Bk%2D%5F%5FQUERY%5F%5F%3Fhttp%3A%2F%2Fwww%2Eorbitz%2Ecom%3Freferralcode%3D%25s&query=2002.10.17.22.50.13
http://www.nytimes.com/adx/bin/adx_click.html?type=goto&page=www.nytimes.com/yr/mo/day/nyregion&pos=Right6&camp=orbitz03-nyt4&ad=orbitz2.html&goto=http%3A%2F%2Fad%2Edoubleclick%2Enet%2Fclk%3B3751942%3B6760081%3Bk%2D%5F%5FQUERY%5F%5F%3Fhttp%3A%2F%2Fwww%2Eorbitz%2Ecom%3Freferralcode%3D%25s&query=2002.10.17.22.50.13
http://www.nytimes.com/adx/bin/adx_click.html?type=goto&page=www.nytimes.com/yr/mo/day/nyregion&pos=Right7&camp=strade33-nyt1&ad=8700mutual_text&goto=http://www.scottrade.com/index.asp%3Fsupbid=11367
http://www.nytimes.com/adx/bin/adx_click.html?type=goto&page=www.nytimes.com/yr/mo/day/nyregion&pos=Right7&camp=strade33-nyt1&ad=8700mutual_text&goto=http://www.scottrade.com/index.asp%3Fsupbid=11367
http://www.nytimes.com/adx/bin/adx_click.html?type=goto&page=www.nytimes.com/yr/mo/day/nyregion&pos=Right7&camp=strade33-nyt1&ad=8700mutual_text&goto=http://www.scottrade.com/index.asp%3Fsupbid=11367
http://www.nytimes.com/adx/bin/adx_click.html?type=goto&page=www.nytimes.com/yr/mo/day/nyregion&pos=Right7&camp=strade33-nyt1&ad=8700mutual_text&goto=http://www.scottrade.com/index.asp%3Fsupbid=11367
http://www.nytimes.com/adx/bin/adx_click.html?type=goto&page=www.nytimes.com/yr/mo/day/nyregion&pos=Right8&camp=amerex54-nyt1&ad=amexopen_text&goto=http://www.nytimes.com/ref/advertising/open/
http://www.nytimes.com/adx/bin/adx_click.html?type=goto&page=www.nytimes.com/yr/mo/day/nyregion&pos=Right8&camp=amerex54-nyt1&ad=amexopen_text&goto=http://www.nytimes.com/ref/advertising/open/
http://www.nytimes.com/adx/bin/adx_click.html?type=goto&page=www.nytimes.com/yr/mo/day/nyregion&pos=Right8&camp=amerex54-nyt1&ad=amexopen_text&goto=http://www.nytimes.com/ref/advertising/open/
http://search.nytimes.com/search/
http://www.nytimes.com/membercenter
http://www.nytimes.com/logout
http://www.nytimes.com/mem/profile.html
http://www.nytimes.com/adx/bin/adx_click.html?type=goto&page=www.nytimes.com/yr/mo/day/nyregion&pos=Top&camp=match03-nyt4&ad=nytimes468fem11.jpg&goto=http%3A%2F%2Fwww%2Ematch%2Ecom%2Findex%2Easp%3FTrackingID%3D509706%26BannerID%3D526875%20
http://query.nytimes.com/search/abstract?res=F30A12FC3E540C738DDDAE0894DA404482&fta=y
http://query.nytimes.com/search/abstract?res=F30A12FC3E540C738DDDAE0894DA404482&fta=y
http://query.nytimes.com/search/abstract?res=F30817FC34580C7B8DDDAF0894DA404482&fta=y
http://query.nytimes.com/search/abstract?res=FB071EFF3F550C778EDDA90994D9404482&fta=y
http://query.nytimes.com/search/abstract?res=FB0813FF3C5A0C748DDDA90994D9404482&fta=y
http://ea.nytimes.com/cgi-bin/email?REFURI=http://www.nytimes.com/2002/09/28/nyregion/28REBU.html&position=bottom
http://www.nytimes.com/2002/09/28/nyregion/28REBU.html?pagewanted=print&position=bottom
http://www.nytimes.com/gst/pop_top.html
http://www.nytimes.com/adx/bin/adx_click.html?type=goto&page=www.nytimes.com/yr/mo/day/nyregion&pos=Frame4&camp=starbucks21-nyt4&ad=starbucksnew.gif&goto=http%3A%2F%2Fwww%2Estarbucks%2Ecom%2FDefault%2Easp%3Fci%3D692
http://www.nytimes.com/adx/bin/adx_click.html?type=goto&page=www.nytimes.com/yr/mo/day/nyregion&pos=Middle6&camp=nytcirc_footer&ad=newcirc_ad4.html&goto=%5F%5FQUERY%5F%5F&query=secure-homedelivery%2enytimes%2ecom%2fcgi-bin%2fgx%2ecgi%2fAppLogic%2bFTContentServer%3fpagename%3duser%252FContentMgt%252FPromoFeature%252FPromoFeatureT1P%26ExternalMediaCode%3dW11FZ
http://www.nytimes.com/adx/bin/adx_click.html?type=goto&page=www.nytimes.com/yr/mo/day/nyregion&pos=Middle6&camp=nytcirc_footer&ad=newcirc_ad4.html&goto=%5F%5FQUERY%5F%5F&query=secure-homedelivery%2enytimes%2ecom%2fcgi-bin%2fgx%2ecgi%2fAppLogic%2bFTContentServer%3fpagename%3duser%252FContentMgt%252FPromoFeature%252FPromoFeatureT1P%26ExternalMediaCode%3dW11FZ
http://www.nytimes.com/
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/nyregion/index.html
http://search.nytimes.com/search/
http://www.nytimes.com/corrections.html
http://www.nytimes.com/membercenter/sitehelp.html
http://www.nytimes.com/adx/bin/adx_click.html?type=goto&page=www.nytimes.com/yr/mo/day/nyregion&pos=Bottom&camp=match03-nyt4&ad=nytimes468fem21.jpg&goto=http%3A%2F%2Fwww%2Ematch%2Ecom%2Findex%2Easp%3FTrackingID%3D509706%26BannerID%3D526876%20
http://www.nytimes.com/ref/membercenter/help/copyright.html
http://www.nytimes.com/ref/membercenter/help/permission.html
http://www.nytimes.com/ref/membercenter/help/privacy.html
http://ea.nytimes.com/cgi-bin/email?REFURI=http://www.nytimes.com/2002/09/28/nyregion/28REBU.html&position=top
http://www.nytimes.com/2002/09/28/nyregion/28REBU.html?pagewanted=print&position=top
http://www.nytimes.com/gst/pop_top.html
http://www.nytimes.com/adx/bin/adx_click.html?type=goto&page=www.nytimes.com/yr/mo/day/nyregion&pos=Frame4&camp=starbucks21-nyt4&ad=starbucksnew.gif&goto=http%3A%2F%2Fwww%2Estarbucks%2Ecom%2FDefault%2Easp%3Fci%3D692
http://www.nytimes.com/mem/tnt.html?module=call&alert_context=0&retA=http://www.nytimes.com/2002/09/28/nyregion/28REBU.html&retT=Downtown%2c+a+Debate+Over+Burying+West+Street
http://www.nytimes.com/mem/tnt.html?module=manage&retA=http://www.nytimes.com/2002/09/28/nyregion/28REBU.html&retT=Downtown%2c+a+Debate+Over+Burying+West+Street
http://www.nytimes.com/ads/marketing/newstracker/index.html
http://email.nytimes.com/
http://www.nytimes.com/adx/bin/adx_click.html?type=goto&page=www.nytimes.com/yr/mo/day/nyregion&pos=Newstracker&camp=delta16-nyt4&ad=deltatracker_adv.gif&goto=http%3A%2F%2Fmds%2Ecentrport%2Enet%2Fmdsefc%3Fa20250041%3BMDTL118C6079P102799B101601S0%3BB101601%3B1
http://www.nytimes.com/adx/bin/adx_click.html?type=goto&page=www.nytimes.com/yr/mo/day/nyregion&pos=Middle5&camp=dell05a-nyt2&ad=dellcontextual5.html&goto=http%3A%2F%2Flandingstrip%2Edell%2Ecom%2Flandingstrip%2Fls%2Easp%3FCID%3D1852%26LID%3D30211%26DGC%3DDC%26DGStor%3DDHS%26DGSite%3DNYT%2DBase%26DGU%3D%25M%26Conum%3D19%26K%3D6Vp03%26DURL%3Dhttp%3A%2F%2Fwww%2Edell%2Ecom%2Fus%2Fen%2Fdhs%2Ftopics%2Fsegtopic%5Fjmp%5Fspecial49%2Ehtm%3Fkeycode%253D6Vp03%2526mc%253D%2525M%2526DGVCode%253DDC
http://www.nytimes.com/adx/bin/adx_click.html?type=goto&page=www.nytimes.com/yr/mo/day/nyregion&pos=Middle5&camp=dell05a-nyt2&ad=dellcontextual5.html&goto=http%3A%2F%2Flandingstrip%2Edell%2Ecom%2Flandingstrip%2Fls%2Easp%3FCID%3D1852%26LID%3D30211%26DGC%3DDC%26DGStor%3DDHS%26DGSite%3DNYT%2DBase%26DGU%3D%25M%26Conum%3D19%26K%3D6Vp03%26DURL%3Dhttp%3A%2F%2Fwww%2Edell%2Ecom%2Fus%2Fen%2Fdhs%2Ftopics%2Fsegtopic%5Fjmp%5Fspecial49%2Ehtm%3Fkeycode%253D6Vp03%2526mc%253D%2525M%2526DGVCode%253DDC
http://www.nytimes.com/adx/bin/adx_click.html?type=goto&page=www.nytimes.com/yr/mo/day/nyregion&pos=Middle5&camp=dell05a-nyt2&ad=dellcontextual5.html&goto=http%3A%2F%2Flandingstrip%2Edell%2Ecom%2Flandingstrip%2Fls%2Easp%3FCID%3D1852%26LID%3D30211%26DGC%3DDC%26DGStor%3DDHS%26DGSite%3DNYT%2DBase%26DGU%3D%25M%26Conum%3D19%26K%3D6Vp03%26DURL%3Dhttp%3A%2F%2Fwww%2Edell%2Ecom%2Fus%2Fen%2Fdhs%2Ftopics%2Fsegtopic%5Fjmp%5Fspecial49%2Ehtm%3Fkeycode%253D6Vp03%2526mc%253D%2525M%2526DGVCode%253DDC
http://www.nytimes.com/adx/bin/adx_click.html?type=goto&page=www.nytimes.com/yr/mo/day/nyregion&pos=Right&camp=nytnyt202&ad=dyk_x-word.html&goto=%5F%5FQUERY%5F%5F&query=http%3a%2f%2fwww%2enytimes%2ecom%2fdiversions%2fwelcome%2ehtml
http://realestatetracker.nytimes.com/
http://www.nytimes.com/realestate/luxury
http://www.nytimes.com/realestate/hamptons
http://www.nytimes.com/realestate/florida
http://www.nytimes.com/realestate/estates
http://www.nytimes.com/westernstates
http://www.nytimes.com/realestate/luxury
http://www.nytimes.com/realestate/mortgages

	BPKAKFDJPPAMCDPAOFEPCLLOBFLAECGB: 
	form1: 
	x: 
	f1: 
	f2: [past30days]

	f3: 

	form3: 
	x: 
	f1: 
	f2: [Full]

	f3: 

	form4: 
	x: 
	f1: Downtown, a Debate Over Burying West Street
	f2: By EDWARD WYATT
	f3: http://www.nytimes.com/2002/09/28/nyregion/28REBU.html
	f4: default
	f5: SEP 28 2002
	f6: The New York Times


	form5: 
	x: 
	f1: http://www.nytimes.com/2002/09/28/nyregion/28REBU.html
	f2: Downtown, a Debate Over Burying West Street
	f3: Urban Areas
	f4: des
	f5: Lower Manhattan Development Corp
	f6: nyt_org_all
	f7: World Financial Center
	f8: nyt_org_all
	f9: Manhattan (NYC)
	f10: nyt_geo
	f11: call
	f12: 1

	f13: 
	f14: 
	f15: 
	f16: 

	form6: 
	x: 
	f1: Z
	f2: S
	f3: 

	f4: 




