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LAST month, a coalition of the Alliance for
Downtown, the Association for a Better New
Y ork, the New Y ork City Partnership and the
Real Estate Board of N.Y. declared its"Key
Principles in Rebuilding Lower Manhattan."

It made the "highest priority" to integrate
downtown's subway and PATH connections "into
the region's broader transportation network" and
urged "full funding" to "create direct and speedy
rail accessto downtown for LIRR riders and
AirTrain passengers from Jamaica."

The coalition also wants "amajor transportation
hub . . . in the heart of Lower Manhattan that
links the subway system, PATH and, ultimately,
commuter and airport rail lines."

The proposals have teeth since the federal
government green-lighted the use of $4.55 billion
in funds for transit schemes downtown - part of
the $21 billion pledged to help New Y ork recover
from Sept. 11, and a drop in the bucket compared
to the $7.48 billion in transit projects on agencies
wish-lists. (They will be discussed at aforum
titled "The $4,500,000,000 Question" today at the
Steven L. Newman Real Estate Institute of
Baruch College.)

SOME prominent downtown advocates, like Carl
Weisbrod and Bill Rudin (the presidents of the
Downtown Alliance and the Association for a
Better New Y ork), sincerely believe transit
overhaul is essential to Lower Manhattan's future.

But certain others quietly root for costly, complex
transit projects to delay office reconstruction at
Ground Zero. That's because every square foot of
lost office space that is not replaced makes every
existing square foot of Manhattan office space
more valuable.

Like the buildings owned by Boston Properties.
Its chairman, Mort Zuckerman, is also the
chairman of the Daily News. Not surprisingly, the
Daily News on Tuesday editorialized for
extending commuter lines downtown as a "first"
priority.
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