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Public weighs in on new WTC designs

by Lore Croghan

Three key messages emerged from Monday night's lengthy
hearing about the latest set of World Trade Center designs:
create a public forum for debating the merits of the plans,
don't construct a tunnel under West Street, and rebuild the
twin towers.

The discussion, held by the Lower Manhattan Development
Corp. at Pace University's Michael Schimmel Center for the
Arts, ran for five hours. Scores of participants who took a
turn at the microphone called on the LMDC to create a
forum that would enable thousands of New Yorkers to give
opinions on the different designs. They said there should be
another town-hall meeting about design similar to the day-
long event held at Jacob K. Javits Convention Center last
summer. The extreme dissatisfaction expressed at the
meeting regarding a first set of designs put pressure on the
LMDC to scrap those plans and assemble a lineup of
famous architects to create a new round of drawings.

"There is no need for the artificial deadline that says we
have to have a master plan finished by next month,” one
man said.

The second message came from the residents of Battery
Park City. They spoke vehemently against the construction
of a tunnel under West Street. "Don't create a
boondoggle,” one woman said.

But the strongest passions of the night surfaced when
participants recommended the rebuilding of the twin
towers, as tall or taller than they had been before they
were destroyed in the terrorist attack of Sept. 11. Cheers
erupted every time the idea was mentioned.

"The 77th floor of 1 World Trade Center wasn't my
apartment, but it was my home," said Jon Hakala, a former
tenant and the spokesman for a group called, Team Twin
Towers.

Mr. Hakala, who wore a photo of a friend who died in the
attack pinned to the lapel of his suit jacket, suggested
there be an open design competition that would be judged
by the International Union of Architects and the public.

"When we see the eighth wonder of the world, we will know-

-and we haven't seen it yet,"” he said.

A firefighter in dress uniform spoke of his fallen colleagues’
sense of duty in calling for bolder, more daring designs
than the nine now under consideration.

"We have a saying in the fire department: 'Step up and do
the right thing," " he said. "I'm telling this panel and these
architects, 'Step up. Do the right thing. Give us greatness.’

Other calls to action were repeated less frequently, but
greeted with enthusiasm. One was a request that the Port
Authority of New York and New Jersey swap the site in
exchange for ownership of the metro New York airports.
Another was that designers have ignored the issue of
access for the disabled, and should correct their oversight.

There were some surprises for those who toughed it out
and stayed the entire evening. The biggest was an
appearance by developer Abe Hirschfeld, recently released
from jail. He provoked laughter when he proposed building
one of his parking garages at the trade center site as part
of a development that would include 10 floors for the New
York Stock Exchange and apartments.
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